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Aware. Concerned. Engaged.
HRSI’s
fifteenth
year starts at CEU
The Human RightS
Initiative
celebrates its 15th year of existence
at CEU. This year’s two new fellows,
Katya Sumina and Dániel Baranya
will be responsible for the design
and implementation of HRSI projects
under the supervision of program
coordinator Simona Gamonte. This
year’s activities will on the one hand
carry on projects and campaigns
which have now become traditional
for HRSI but the team will also
attempt to increase the level of
cooperation with local and regional
NGOs and, as part of the Student
Community Engagement Program,
reinforce
volunteerism
among
members of the CEU community.
HRSI launched the year by reaching
out to as many students as possible:
we held 6 presentations, received 88
filled-out
questionnaires
from
students
coming
from
10
departments. This reassures us about
the potential of this year’s students
and finding the most efficient ways
of channeling this enthusiasm into
the right place will be a great
challenge for us.

Katya Sumina (Russia) joined HRSI
after graduating from GENS last year
and will focus on the ways social
media can be used to disseminate
radical
knowledge
to
contest
different types of discrimination.

About HRSI The Human RightS Initiative is an awareness raising and
capacity building organization based at Central European University (CEU) which
functions with two new research fellows each year and a program coordinator. It
was founded in 1999 by the students of the CEU Legal Studies Human Rights
Program. Since then it has grown into an internationally recognized human rights
organization, focusing on youth involvement, education and active student
participation. HRSI’s mission is to promote awareness-raising through capacity
building and social engagement. Our main target groups are CEU students and
alumni, local and regional students as well as local and regional NGOs.

Simona Gamonte
(Romania) is
continuing her work at HRSI as program
coordinator after completing her
fellowship in June 2014 during which
she focused mainly on gender-related
issues within the CEU community.

Dániel Baranya (Hungary) graduated
from IRES in 2013. He will mainly focus
on increasing activity of students in the
field of volunteerism and will be
responsible for developing the Student
Community Engagement Program.

HRSI makes headlines

The
communication department of the United Network of
Young Peacebuilders has recently launched a weekly
#MembersMonday thematic on social media and HRSI
was among the very first to be presented. UNOY is a
non-profit youth-led network of 60 member
organizations from various continents and helps to
promote the participation of young people in
peacebuilding. For more info on the organization,
visit: http://www.unoy.org/unoy/

Coming Out Week at CEU One of CEU’s
traditional events, the Coming Out Week, celebrated between
October 6 and October 10, was organized by HRSI in
collaboration with the CEU LGBTIQ Club and with support from
many volunteers. Activities and events included the Queering
of the Japanese Garden accompanied with some herbal tea and
cookies on Monday, a screening of Southern Comfort followed
by a discussion with an activist from Transvanilla on
transactivism issues on Thursday, and a Coming Out
Roundtable on Friday. Furthermore, free coming out
dictionaries were available across campus and an infotable and
Glitter Corner were set up each day throughout the week,
where people could learn more on LGBTIQ-related issues,
come out as allies with supportive signs and posters, have their
pictures taken, and of course, they could always take some
glitter and make-up for class which students, professors and
staff all did. Visibility and occupying space was one of our main
goals so restrooms were invaded with a number of LGBTIQfriendly signs and the LGBTIQ Club proposed making safe
space-stickers which any unit or individual at CEU could
request. Most of these are still visible as of today, leading to a
more LGBTIQ-friendly and visibly tolerant campus.

Workshop on Autumn Food Drive The seventh annual food drive organized by HRSI took
between October 13 and October 19 with the beneficiary being Wesley János
Human Rights place
Kindergarten this year. With the help of the CEU community and several volunteers, we
Advocacy The first managed to collect, transport and prepare packages containing various non-perishable
workshop of this year took
place on October 11,
focusing on human rights
advocacy. Led by Pierre
Cazenave,
twenty-two
students were able to
acquire
basic
skills
ranging from how to
design a specific advocacy
project,
through
the
process of implementation
to
various
questions
regarding evaluation and
monitoring
later
on.
Participants received a
certificate of recognition
for the day-long work they
performed.

food items for 25 children and their families.

Film screening and discussion on
protests in Ukraine Together with
Nataliya Novakova, Ukrainian human rights activist and
current SPP student, HRSI organized a film screening on
September 23 focusing on police violence during civil
protests in Kiev, Ukraine. The documentary „20. Twenty
testimonies about the turning point of the Maidan” was
followed by an intense discussion followed
led by Ms Novakova
by
an
who answered students’ questions
aboutdiscussion
the the
intense
protests and current political led
perspectives
of the
by Ms Novakova
country.
who
answered
students’ questions
about the protests
and current political
perspectives of the
country.
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Emphasis on volunteering opportunities in AY 2014/15 With the
beginning of 2014/2015 Academic Year, HRSI aims to reinforce its cooperation with local and regional NGOs and other
groups in order to ensure volunteering opportunities for the CEU community. Many organizations were contacted and a
database is regularly being updated to explore volunteer and possibly internship positions in and around Budapest.
HRSI has already managed to cooperate with the Chance for Children Foundation on multiple occasions when we
managed to find several volunteers for urgent tasks in a matter of hours. As a result, CFCF agreed to create a mailing list
through which HRSI will regularly receive notifications about volunteer opportunities. We are currently in contact with
HCLU, the Hungarian Helsinki Committee and Romaversitas to pursue the same steps of cooperation. For more on the
aforementioned organizations, visit: http://www.cfcf.hu/ http://tasz.hu/en, http://helsinki.hu/en/ and
http://www.romaversitas.hu/

HRSI celebrates its 15th year at CEU The HRSI
team agreed that the fifteenth anniversary should be commemorated with a
high-profile event which remains true to HRSI objectives but also promotes our
activities in an informal setting. This is why we decided to throw a
Halloween/HRSI Anniversary Party at the Kerepesi Residence Center on October
31 which proved to be quite successful among students and has significantly
increased our visibility. 9 teams competing in the pumpking carving competition,
a wall full of posters, flyers, brossures and photos from the past 15 years and a

costume competition with Best Halloween-y, Best Awareness Raising and
Greenest categories are just a few of the evening’s events which ended
well after midnight. We would like to say thanks for all the support and
help as it was truly a challenge to organize such a massive event, special
thanks goes out to Edina Varga, Nady Sabet, Aiski Ryökäs, Deniz Selmani,
Logan Strenchock, Shirlene Ashfar Vogl and the always helpful Bambus
bar with Gábor Gallwitz. Here’s to another 15 years of successful activism
and congratulations to the winners!

Other events

HRSI was also
happy to support and/or promote a
number of projects and programs
created and designed by students,
colleagues and friends, including the
photoshooting campaign against the
anti-LGBT law passed in Kyrgyzstan; the
Sustainability Fair organized by Logan
Strenchock, the Environmental and
Sustainability Officer; the pre-Roma
Pride workshop to make posters,
banners for the march; the Mexican
students’ project to set up an altar in the
Laptop Area following the abduction of
43 students;
students; the
thefundraising
fundraisingparty
party
in Gólya with the aim to help a refugee in serious medical condition; and we also
43
in in
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the aim
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a refugee
in
donated
dozens
of books,
journals
and magazines
to the CEU library. Furthermore, we are happy to report that following
seriouseventful
medicalyears
condition;
and13,
wewe
also
many
in Nádor
have been officially and actually relocated to the Október 6 street no. 7, with our
donated
books,
journals
new officedozens
number of
being
419/A.

and magazines to the CEU library.
Furthermore, we are happy to
report that following many eventful
years in Nádor 13, we have been
officially and actually relocated to
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