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Aware. Concerned. Engaged.
HRSI’s sixteenth year
starts at CEU

About HRSI The Human RightS Initiative (HRSI) is an awareness raising

and capacity building organization based at Central European University
(CEU) which functions with two new research fellows each year and a
program coordinator. It was founded in 1999 by the students of the CEU
Legal Studies Human Rights Program. Since then it has grown into an
internationally recognized human rights organization, focusing on youth
involvement, education and active student participation. HRSI’s mission is to
promote awareness-raising through capacity building and social
engagement. Our main target groups are CEU students and alumni, local and
regional students as well as local and regional NGOs.

Victoria Apostol (Moldova) joined
HRSI after graduating from LEGS
Human Rights Program in 2014 and
will focus on organizing interesting
and challenging raising awarness
campaings, as well as developing an
advertising strategy.

Simona
Gamonte
(Romania)
is
continuing her work at HRSI as a second
year
program
coordinator
after
completing her fellowship in June 2014
during which she focused mainly on
gender-related issues within the CEU
community.

HRSI launched the year by
trying to reach out to as many
students as possible: we held
presentations for all incoming
students and we presented
HRSI’s work at the Welcome
Afternoon event. This year’s
two new fellows, Victoria
Apostol and Zsofia Viktoria
Suba will be responsible for
the design and implementation
of HRSI projects under the
supervision of the program
coordinator, Simona Gamonte.
HRSI’s activities will continue
to be dedicated to the CEU
community this year, as well
as to be targeted to increase
the level of cooperation with
local and regional NGOs and
community. We will continue
to reinforce volunteerism
among members of the CEU
community as part of the
Student
Community
Engagement Program.
Good luck to us! 

Zsofia Viktoria Suba (Hungary) joined
HRSI following her graduation from
POLSCI in June 2015. She will mainly
focus on increasing the activity of
students in the field of volunteerism and
will continue the development of the
Student
Community
Engagement
Program.

HRSI rocks at Welcome
Afternoon Event
We prepared over 50 flyers, brought
more than 100 pins and magnets and no
less than 50 copies of Activist and all of
them were gone. We are happy that we
could provide students with relevant
materials about HRSI and hope they
were useful.

International Peace Day at CEU
21st

of September is the International Day of Peace. The General
Assembly of United Nations has declared this as a day devoted to
strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all nations
and peoples. The theme of this year’s commemoration was
“Partnerships for Peace – Dignity for All” which aimed to highlight
the importance of all segments of society to work together to strive
for peace. HRSI organized an info table at CEU on 21st of September.
We provided students with informative flyers about the impact of
war on children, women, environment, food and water. Also, we
prepared more than 20 peace stickers and we encouraged students to
write down who they will make peace with. Now the flipchart with
students’ wishes is hanging on our office’s window.

HRSI supports the Day of Action
for Access to Safe and Legal Abortion

Refugees Donation Drives
HRSI organized two refugee
donation drives aiming to collect
specific items for refugees who
reached Hungary. These donations
were part of the Huminatarian Aid
dimension of the CEU Refugee Crisis
Response. As a member of the
Refugee Task Force, HRSI also has
been involved in establishing a data
base with volunteers willing to
provide translation for refugees, as
well as organizing informative
sessions
for
the
signed-up
volunteers.

September 28 is the Day of Action for Access to Safe and Legal
Abortion. This day has its origin in Latin America and the Caribbean
where women’s groups have been mobilizing around September 28 the
last two decades to demand their governments to decriminalize
abortion, to provide access to safe and affordable abortion services and
to end stigma and discrimination towards women who choose to have
an abortion. HRSI organized an online campaign on its Facebook page
aiming to bust the myths surrounding abortion and to promote the call
for access to safe and legal abortion around the world.

Coming Out Week at CEU
One of CEU’s traditional events, the Coming Out Week,
was organized by HRSI, with the support of many
amazing CEU volunteers, between October 5 and October
9, 2015. Activities and events included the Open Mic,
opened by Charme Hungary, the only same-sex dance
club in Hungary, movie screening „God Loves Uganda”,
informal round table with local LGBTQI NGOs, and
Queering T-shirts. Furthermore, free coming out
dictionaries and a short guide for supporters were
available across campus and two infotables were set up
on Monday and Wednesday, so people could learn more
about LGBTIQ-related issues and could come out as
allies with supportive signs and posters and have their
pictures taken. Also, we had installed the Coming In Box
that was created under the frame of „If LGBTQI People
Said the Stuff Straight/Cisgender People Say”. In this
regard, we had reversed the messages that usally LGBTQI
people hear from other heterosexual and cisgender
people. The aim was to raise awarness on stuff that we
say on a daily basis, but which could be/are offensive and
seem ignorant towards LGBTQI people. The Sticker
Competition was another HRSI activity organized in
honor of Coming Out Day. We selected the three best
slogans in support of the LGBTQI community and
designed three types of stickers as you can see them in
the picture. Our final goal was to continue to create and
lead to a more LGBTIQ-friendly and visibly tolerant campus.

HRSI started the Tutoring Program The
Tutoring Program is part of the Student
Community Engagement Area which is one of the
four dimensions of HRSI’s work. Two partner
schools, the Miklós Zrinyi Elementary School and
the Imre Madách Secondary School, are glad to
welcome dedicated, responsible and prompt CEU
volunteers. New volunteers are involved in the
Spanish Tutoring Program (Imre Madách
Secondary School) and the Social Sensitivity
Training (Miklós Zrinyi Elementary School) - this
program covers topics related to tolerance,
identity, stereotypes, and the like.

Workshop on Project Managment
The first workshop of this year took place on
October 31 focusing on project management.
Led by Kiry Noémi Ambrus, twenty-two students
were able to acquire practical skills needed to
work in the not–for–profit sector. Participants
received a certificate of recognition for the daylong work they performed. The workshop is
part of HRSI’s Capacity Building Program.

HRSI brings Menstrual Hygiene Day
at CEU The Menstrual Hygiene
Day campaign at CEU is designed to address
menstruation from a human rights
perspective by bringing a different
dimension of this subject to the CEU
community’s attention every month. In this
regard, we intend to organize a short teaser
campaign every month until May 28, 2016.
The campaign “Menstruation friendly
couches and sofas at CEU” launched on
October 19, 2015 is the first one out of
seven which will be organized through this
year at CEU. Find more information here:
https://hrsi.ceu.edu/news/2015-1027/menstrual-hygiene-day

HRSI has a new office
On October 12, We moved to a new office.
Now we are located in Nador 9, Faculty
Tower, 1st floor, passage way to OSF/Oktober
6 (yellow-orange doors).
Come and visit us with your project
proposals.
Office hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

