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HRSI’s 14th
Year at CEU
HRSI entered its14th year of
existence with two new fellows –
Katarina and Simona who will be
responsible for the planning and
implementation of HRSI events for
this Academic year as well as for their
research projects. Each academic
year, HRSI offers two full-time
fellowships to promising recent CEU
graduates who wish to pursue a
career in civil society. Fellows will
learn fundamental skills of running
and managing a non-profit, civil
society organization. Upon
completion, they will become leaders
and promoters of human rights and
social change in their home countries
or anywhere else in the world. To
date, the Program has trained 32
graduates from 17 countries since its
founding in 1999.
This year HRSI team will continue its
traditional organizational work and
expand to new areas. Despite any
changes our principal remains the
same – being aware, engaged, and
concerned with various human rights
issues- and we hope you will share it
by joining HRSI projects.

KATARINA KUŠIĆ (Croatia) joined HRSI
after graduating from IRES. Her focus will be
drug policy reform based on human rights,
and social engagement of CEU community
through cooperation with Budapest NGOs.

About HRSI
The Human RightS Initiative
(HRSI) is an awareness raising
and capacity building
organization based at Central
European University (CEU)
which functions with two new
research fellows each year and a
program coordinator. It was
founded in 1999 by the students
of the CEU Legal Studies Human
Rights Program. Since then it
has grown into an
internationally recognized

ZLATA KHARITONOVA (Russia) is
continuing in HRSI as the Program
Coordinator after completing her fellowship
in June 2013.

human rights organization,
focusing on youth involvement,
education and active student
participation. HRSI’s mission is
to promote social engagement
through capacity building and
social engagement.
Our main target groups are CEU
students and alumni, local and
regional students as well as local
and regional NGOs.

SIMONA GAMAONTE (Romania)
graduated from the Roma Access Program
and Erasmus Mundus GEMMA program. Her
fellowship will focus on gender related issues
within the CEU community.

CEU Discusses
Current Issues at
two Round Tables
by Katarina Kušić and SPP
Research Fellow
•••

Two important round tables took
place at CEU in October. After the
welcome presentations, HRSI
wanted to engage students in
discussing current events which
relate to relevant and complex
contemporary breaches of human
rights.
SYRIA CHEMICAL WEAPONS
DEAL MAY OPEN SMALL
WINDOW FOR PEACE
On October 3, HRSI, in cooperation
with IRES and the Center for
Conflict, Negotiation and Recovery
(CCNR) at the SPP, hosted a round
table on the Syrian conflict.
The panelists included John
Shattuck, President and Rector of

CEU, Aziz Alazmeh, Professor in the
Department of History, Xymena
Kurowska, Assistant Professor in
IRES, and Erin Kristin Jenne,
Associate Professor in IRES.

A ROUNDTABLE ON
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE
SNOWDEN LEAKS

Jenne and Kurowska emphasized
the casualties caused by
conventional warfare and the
changing, and often exaggerated,
role that Russia has in the conflict.

The panel consisting of Petra Bard
from the Department of Legal
Studies, Tamas Bodoky, Editor inchief of Atlatszo.hu, a leading
Hungarian transparency NGO, and
Kate Coyer from the Centre for
Median and Communication Studies
and SPP.

A day before the crowded debate on
Syria, HRSI organized a roundtable
Al-Azmeh took issue with Shattuck's on the Snowden leaks to mark the
13th International Right to Know
optimistic contention that the
Day, which is officially celebrated in
chemical attack and the subsequent
over 40 nations worldwide. It
threats would finally lead to
indicates the international
diplomatic progress. While the
Srebrenica massacre had ultimately recognition of the right of access to
information, an essential condition
led to the delegitimization of the
of transparent and accountable
Serbian leadership, he argued, the
government. We asked does this
response to the Syrian chemical
right extend to issues of national
attack had led to a strengthening of
Assad as the key interlocutor for any security and what is the role of
whistleblowers in this process?
peace process.

The panel was moderated by Robert
Templer, Director of CCNR and
Professor of Practice in SPP.

ROUND TABLES
The discussion about the implications of
the Snowden leaks and whistleblowing
more generally provided a unique view into
the interconnectedness of two basic data
rights: the right to privacy and the right to
know.

The round table on Syria
attracted too many people for the
auditorium to handle, proving that
the CEU community has both
interest and expertise in current
event.

Bard offered a legal perspective and
emphasized the differentiation
between public and private data and
different legal circumstances
surrounding both.
Bodoky focused on the key role that
whistleblowers have for his own
organization which is a pioneer in
transparency activism in Hungary.
He insightfully pointed out that
whistleblowers are needed in those
cases when governments fail to be
transparent, and that using
whistleblowers’ information always
requires more time to verify and
secure systems for uploading.
Kate Coyer introduced big
corporations as main actors in the
case - companies such as Google,
Skype, and Yahoo have all
cooperated with the NSA. She also
introduced a new project in the
CMCS which will rank privacy
settings of relevant corporations to
offer some insight in what exactly we
are sharing in our everyday lives.
Ivan Szekely from the OSA
moderated the discussion.

HRSI Partners with CEU
Sustainable Campus Initiative
PANEL
DISCUSSION
DEFINING HEALTHY
FOOD SYSTEMS IN
HUNGARY AND THEIR
REACH BEYOND
A panel discussion
“Defining Healthy Food
Systems in Hungary, and
their Reach Beyond” was
the headline event of the
week. The panel was
comprised of local
growers, food activists,
and food researchers from
Szent Istvan University
and the OMKi Organic
Agriculture Research
Institute of Hungary.
Panelists recounted the
challenges and
opportunities faced in the
developing local food
systems in Hungary and
explained the realities of
organic and sustainable
production, and their
attempts to make more
conscious food systems a
reality.

HRSI PARTNERED WITH THE CEU SUSTAINABLE
CAMPUS INITIATIVE, THE UN FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE AGENCY, AND FOOD NOT
BOMBS! BUDAPEST TO CELEBRATE WORLD
FOOD DAY WITH A WEEK FILLED WITH EVENTS
•••

This year HRSI cooperated with the CEU
Sustainable Campus Initiative to commemorate
this year’s Food Day with the topic of “Healthy
People Depend on Healthy Food Systems” and
expand on the usual annual October Food Drive.
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This year’s Food Drive donations were
accepted on behalf of “Food Not Bombs”
Budapest, a local volunteer group which
collects food to cook free meals for
underprivileged residents. An
interactive information zone was set up
in the Octagon area of CEU’s campus,
where community members were invited
to ask questions about equitable food
systems, have their dietary habits ranked
on a nutritional and environmental scale
using a computer database, and enjoy
graphic design posters that were part the
“Chew it Well” poster series by
Kulturgorilla, a design advocacy group in
Budapest.

Social engagement
and awareness
raising on campus

SOLIDARITY ON CAMPUS!
Coming out Week was an opportunity
for students to show support and
solidarity for the LGBTQIA
community.

by Simona Gamonte
Research Fellow
•••

COMING OUT WEEK 2013
The 2013 Coming Out Week, October
7 - 11, was celebrated again among
the CEU community. The Coming
Out Week events were started by an
info table in the Octagon area hosted
by the HRSI team and the members
of the LGBTQ Club. The students
had the chance to express their
solidarity and support for the
LGBTQIA community by taking
photos with messages such as:
“Straight but not narrow”, “I come
out as a LGBTQ ally”, or “Closets are
for clothes”. At the same time, fliers
which contained explanations on
LGBTQIA related terms were
distributed. The awareness raising
campaign continued with a
screening and a discussions of the
film “Call me Kuchu,” an insightful
documentary about the attempt by
the Ugandan government to make
homosexuality punishable by death,
and the murder of Ugandan gay
rights activist David Kato. On the
Coming Out Day (October 11)
students were invited to participate
at the Politically Incorrect Hour to
discuss the questions that have been

The World Peace Day coincided with a
request for solidarity by Ukranian
students who have been targeted by
extreme right violence.

collected during the info table. The
moderator was Tamás Dombos, a
CEU PhD candidate and member of
the Háttér Support Society for LGBT
People in Hungary.
WORLD PEACE DAY 2013
International Day of Peace was
commemorated by distributing
information about the effects of war
on women, children, food, water, and
environment. HRSI also introduced
students to different peace-building

projects around the world. The CEU
community was invited to express
their solidarity with the Ukrainian
students who were victims of
extreme right violence in Kiev by
participating in a peaceful protest
that was organized by CEU students
in front of the Ukrainian embassy in
Budapest. We also screened Verzio’s
winner documentary, 5 Broken
Cameras, a first-hand account of
protests in Bil’in, a West Bank village
affected by the West Bank barrier.

WORKSHOP: PROJECT MANAGEMENT
On October 12, HRSI organized the first capacity building
workshop of this year. The topic “Project Management” was
presented by Kiry Noémi Ambrus, an independent trainer and
consultant with almost 20 years of experience in working with
non-profit organizations in Hungary and CEE. 22 participants of
the one day intensive workshop got a firm grasp of specific
steps in the project management process and a picture of the
entire process from beginning to end.
The extremely positive feedback and the abundance of
enthusiasm at the end of the workshop provides even more
incentive for organizing future workshops with the topics of
fundraising, photo and video activism, drug policy reform
activism, human rights advocacy, PR and communication.
Students received certificates of completion and at the end. Jonas Lyakundi (Legal
Studies - HR) commented: “The workshop enlightened us on real theory and
practical matter!”

