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Rethinking Homelessness Campaign – Phase 2 
 

HRSI continued the “Rethinking Homelessness” campaign in April 2017. 

The second phase of the campaign started with the opening of the 

“Rethinking Homelessness” exhibition, which featured street por traits 

and personal stories of homeless people in Budapest from the “Homeless of 

Budapest” project, and Paintings and drawings by homeless ar tists pro-

vided by Fedél Nélkül / Without a Roof magazine. 

 

On 10 April, HRSI organized a volunteering session with Budapest Bike 

Maffia. Together  with 9 volunteers, we packed sandwiches at Food 

Truck Udvar. The crew then delivered sandwiches and fruits to homeless 

people and other people in need at multiple metro stations around the city 

center area by bike. 

Encouraged by the success of the first phase, 

we continued our collaboration with TETT/

Collective for a Conscious Society to collect 

sanitary products, esp. tampons and sanitary 

pads for homeless women between 4 and 28 

April 2017. The CEU community continued to 

show their support for the cause with generous 

donations. The donations collected were dis-

tributed to those in need by Homeless Wom-

en’s Alliance of Budapest (HaNEM). 

 

We thank our Hungarian civil society collaborators, the CEU community and friends for your great support for the campaign!  

House Renovation with Utcáról Lakásba Egyesület 
HRSI organized a House Renovation Volunteering Session for the CEU community 

on May 4 and 12 with Utcáról Lakásba Egyesület/‘From Street to Apartment’ Associ-

ation, a local NGO that helps homeless people gain access to housing. With the help 

of 5 volunteers we contributed to the renovation of a social housing apartment where 

a homeless family will move in soon. 

Ability Awareness Day 
Together with our colleagues in the Dean 

of Students Office, HRSI co-organized 

the first Ability Awareness Day at CEU 

on 24 April 2017. As part of the event’s 

vibrant program, we were pleased to con-

tribute the Living Library, where some 

people with disabilities welcomed visi-

tors and shared with them about their 

experiences. We were lucky to have Zora 

Molnar (SPP student), Rita Hoffmann 

and Maria Flamich (independent scholars 

on cultural disability studies) host the 

Library. CEU community members who 

came to the event were awed by Maria’s 

opera singing performance. 

Introduction to Grassroots Organizing Workshop 
A workshop on Grassroots Organizing took place on April 29 with twenty partic-

ipants who had the chance to learn about the theoretical concepts and practical 

tools of movement building and community organizing. This workshop was led 

by Tessza Udvarhelyi and Mariann Dosa, activists of The City is for All, the only 

grassroots housing advocacy group in Hungary. 



The Activist 
New issue of The Activist is out! 

After long months of intensive work, we 

finally published the 2017 edition of our 

annual student-led human rights journal, 

The Activist in May. This year, 17 CEU 

students were involved in the production 

of the journal, either as authors or as 

members of the editorial team. We wish 

to thank all of them for hard work dur-

ing the past three months, and especially 

our editors-in-chief Andrea Schnitzer 

(LEGS), Danielle Johnson (SPP), and 

Renan Akyavas (IR). The Activist can 

be downloaded here: https://

hrsi.ceu.edu/activist. 

Household Items and Clothing Donation Drive 
HRSI is collecting donations until June 26 both in Central European University 

Ground floor passage way between N11 and N13 (former TIGY room) and Kerepesi 

Residence Center Mezzanine floor (in front of the security guards’ office). Some 

suggested items are clothes (shoes, T-shirts, shirts, pants, shorts, dresses, coats, jack-

ets, etc.), kitchen tools, utensils and small electric devices. Thanks to the generosity 

of the CEU community we already received several donations, but you still have 

time to donate! The household items and shoe donations will be distributed among 

homeless people and new tenants of social housing apartments in cooperation 

with Menhely Foundation. The clothes will be delivered to families in need with the 

help of Adomanytaxi.  

New Project Manager at HRSI 

On 24 May, HRSI launched a call for applications 

for the Project Manager position. The position is 

an opportunity to work in a challenging and re-

warding environment in the HRSI office, learn 

new skills and advance one’s understanding of 

contemporary human rights issues. 

We received 50 applications from current CEU 

students, recent graduates and external applicants. After a rigorous selection pro-

cess, Ana Belen Amil has been selected as HRSI Project Manager for the next year. 

Congratulations! 

 

HRSI Tutoring Sessions 
Since the academic year has come to 

an end we held our last tutoring ses-

sions. After 7 occasions, we finished 

our Social Sensitivity Training Pro-

gram in Miklos Zrinyi Elementary 

School. We said goodbye to the stu-

dents with a music performance by our 

guests from Debrecen, Sandor Lako 

and Sandor Suba. We held the last 

English tutoring session for the stu-

dents of the Ambedkar Secondary 

School as well. In addition, the stu-

dents also had the chance to participate 

in a career orientation session kindly 

delivered by colleagues from CEU's 

Career Services Office. In the mean-

while, also our Spanish Tutoring Pro-

gram ended. Thank you to all of the 

great, enthusiastic and dedicated tutors 

of this past year, you all made an im-

pact! 

Opening of SOS Venezuela  

exhibition 
Venezuela is experiencing its worst eco-

nomic and political crisis in its contem-

porary history. On 19 June 2017, HRSI 

collaborated with Viva Venezuela – 

Hungría, an initiative by of some Vene-

zuelans living in Hungary, including 

CEU students, to open a photograph 

exhibition that featured exceptional im-

ages captured by Venezuelan photogra-

phers. The images documented one of 

the biggest ongoing protest series in 

response to a controversial move by 

President Nicolas Maduro: his con-

trolled Supreme Court shut down the 

Parliament (where the opposition has a 

majority of seats), assuming in this way 

legislative powers over the country. 

Since protests broke out, more than 70 

people died on the streets, more than 

13,000 Venezuelans have been injured, 

another 3,000 have been jailed and more 

than 300 charged by military courts. 

Opening remarks were delivered by 

Antonio Smith Bravo, PhD Candidate 

at CEUΦ The exhibition will be ongoing 

until 31 July 2017. 

HRSI and Volunteers at Berzsenyi’s Tolerance Day 
HRSI and some enthusiastic volunteers held a session at Daniel Berzsenyi High 

School on its ‘Tolerance Day’ on human rights, in particular on the right to educa-

tion and non-discrimination around the world. We engaged into thoughtful discus-

sions with the opened and well informed students on topics such as gender based 

discrimination in education, corporate interests and human rights and autism. Thank 

you to all who helped to prepare and deliver the session! 
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