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The Equalizer at Janikovszky Éva Általános Iskola 
 

1. Program details: 

 Duration: July 31, 2020 and August 7, 2020, both from 9:00-12:00 

 Location: Janikovszky Éva Általános Iskola, Budapest, Kápolna tér 4, 1105 

 Purpose: To provide fun morning sessions including various ball games for children in 
the Budapest, District 19, summer day camp program. 

 

2. Program summary: 

The purpose of The Equalizer program is to provide a safe and secure learning space for 

children where they can develop their skills in sports, advance their academic knowledge, and 

grow as individuals. District 19 is one of the areas of Budapest with higher percentage of at risk 

children. The purpose of the camp is to provide a space for them during the day to partake in 

various activities and spend their time in an organized program rather than to roam freely on the 

streets.  Thus, The Equalizer was a perfect candidate to join forces with Janikovszky Primary 

School to assist in providing fun programs for the children. 

 

3. Key Takeaways from July 31st: 

The goal of the first session was two-fold. Firstly to introduce The Equalizer to the school use 

this as a trial opportunity so that we may work together in the long run. Secondly, to introduce 

The Equalizer and its volunteers to the children so that in the next session and future classes, 

they feel comfortable signing up and joining in. 

The first session was held indoors so that we may be out of the scorching sun and heat. We 

brought all the sports equipment, plenty of water, and healthy snacks for after the program. We 

had 23 kids signed up, between first and fourth grade, and to our surprise, majority of them 

were girls (17).  

We began by doing warm up games before, that started with “Víz, Tűz, Repülő” and advanced 

into fun competition in a obstacle course.  

The actual session divided the kids into 2 groups. At first, both groups played the same ball 

game with increasing difficulty (passing the ball without moving with it, scoring along the full 

baseline, playing without sound). Then, the 2 groups played different games and then rotated. 

The first game was a variation of basketball, where the intent was to teach basic basketball 

skills, then to also introduce team work. The second game was teqball, introduced at a very 

basic level, as it was played with hands rather than feet.  

Although the gym was rather hot and 3 hours were quite long for a sport session, the kids 

behaved well and listened to all of the instructions. By the end of the session, they had 

memorized our name and were visible more comfortable in talking to us and participating than 

at the start. Before leaving, all of the kids lined up for the “secret handshake” and many were  
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asking when we would come back next.  

It is important to note that this session was held in Hungarian only.  

 

4. Key Takeaways from August 7th: 

When I arrived for the 2nd session to drop off the materials for the volunteers, including the 

sports equipment, water, and snacks, the kids ran up to me excited to start, remembering my 

name, and already asking about the other volunteer from the previous session. This was a 

happy surprise, and it was great to see that the first session was successful as we developed a 

meaningful relationship with them already after 3 hours.  

This session was held outside as there was more airflow than in the gym as well as more 

shade. It was held on the school football field. Additionally, this session was held fully in English, 

by a British and American volunteer. Although they spoke basic Hungarian, the idea was to see 

if we can also hold the program in English, as this would be a key element of the program 

(teaching them a foreign language). 

In this session, the kids already knew the program but since the volunteers changed, it was 

interesting to see that from the start, they were more open with them as they had previous 

experience with The Equalizer. Moreover, having found out that the volunteers are foreign, they 

began asking many questions and using their limited English knowledge to try and 

communicate. By the end of the session, the new volunteers and the kids were able to develop 

yet again a meaningful relationship despite the language barrier.  

The games of the session again involved ball games and general games that focus on team 

work. The number of children grew to 24, and the ratio of boys to girls remained the same as 

well as the age group.  

 

5. Moving Forward: 

We received positive feedback from the school, noting that all the kids who took part and the 
teachers that monitored the session all had positive things to say. The principal of the school is 
now in discussion with the District School Board so that The Equalizer may be implemented in 
the daily life of the school from September 1st, for the 2020-21 school year. We have drafted a 
collaboration agreement, highlighting our role and that there are strictly no financials involved. 
We hope to hear from them soon.  
For photos, please see below as well as on the following links (we were included in a local blog 
including a video!): 

 http://www.10kerkult.hu/suli/11448-nyari-napkoezis-tabor-a-janikovszy-suliban.html 
 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=999686340492198 
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